
Beyond the Myth: 
Lincoln’s True Motivations
The popular portrayal of Abraham Lincoln as a great 
president who “saved the Union” and “freed the slaves” is 
contrasted by a closer examination of his quotes, religious 
beliefs, and the true motivations behind his actions. 

This investigation reveals a character significantly different 
from the one idealized in history books and Hollywood movies. 
It suggests that Lincoln's primary motivation for waging war 
was economic, aimed at maintaining the South's contribution 
of 85% to federal revenues through tariffs, rather than the 
abolition of slavery.

This perspective challenges the conventional understanding and 
praises of Lincoln by politicians and the media, offering a more 
complex and perhaps less flattering view of his presidency.

Abraham Lincoln the Socialist
“Lincoln and the Republican Party soon enacted Marx’s 
‘Heavy, progressive or graduated income tax,’ when in 1862 
Lincoln signed America’s first income tax into law. This was 
one of the largest tax systems ever enacted in the history of the 
United States up until that time. The following is an overview 
of Lincoln’s tax:

#1. The bill consisted on seventeen pages, tripled 
columns; 

#2. With more than 119 sections it imposed taxes upon 
inheritance and gross receipts as well as a license tax for 
many occupations, stamp taxes, and a tax on many items in 
common commerce of that day; and, 

#3.   It created the first embryonic IRS service.

All of the above mentioned items and more began the process 
of centralizing all power into the hands of the government in 
Washington. From that day to the present the Federal 
government has grown in power and influence – no one 
appears capable of controlling its lust for power and taxes. 
Marx’s idea of public education financed by the government 
also became a central part of Lincoln’s agenda. Writing in 
“Chronicles” magazine for March 1989, author and playwrite 
John Chodes revealed ‘Washington jumped squarely into 
education in 1862. The Civil War was raging. The Union Army 
had been suffering major reverses. Robert E. Lee maneuvered 
to bring the war to the North, and the Union was not sure it 
could win. In such an atmosphere the Morrill Act passes 
Congress. Its stated objective was to fund colleges that teach 
agriculture and mechanical arts, via money raised through 
federal land-grant sales. The true objective was to bring the 
Northern perspective to the re-conquered areas of the South, 
to teach the rebel’s children respect for national authority – to 
break their rebellious spirit forever. The three Rs had 
absolutely nothing to do with the landmark bill.’ ”

Karl Marx must have been deliriously happy with America 
adopting his ideas.

Red Republicans and Lincoln’s Marxists, by Walter D. Kennedy and Al 
Benson, Jr., pg. 78
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Abraham Lincoln, the Great 
Emancipator, might NOT be the 
hero we've always believed. 

Evidence suggests a different 
story motivated his actions.

Was Lincoln a Christian?
In Herndon’s letter to Lamon (Herndon was Lincoln’s law 
partner), he stated that Lincoln denied Jesus was the Son of 
God. He had written a booklet on that subject and intended to 
have it published, but his friend, Hill, took it and threw it into 
the stove and burned it up. He told Lincoln that publishing it 
would kill his political career.

“When Mr. Lincoln became a candidate for the Legislature he 
was accused of being an infidel and he never denied it. He was 
accused of saying Jesus was not the Son of God, and he 
never denied it.”

“In 1854 he made me erase the name of God from a speech I was 
about to make. He did this also to one of his friends in Washington 
City. I know when he left Springfield for Washington he had 
undergone no change in his opinion on religion.”

Truths of History, Mildred Lewis Rutherford, Pgs. 82, 83

“He wrote and talked against religion in the most shocking 
words. He never denied the charge, publicly urged, that he was 
an infidel. His wife and closest friends attest all this. He 
became reticent about his religious views when he entered 
political life, and thereafter indulged freely in pious phrases in 
his published documents and passionate expressions of piety 
began to abound in his speeches; but he never denied or 
flinched from his religious opinions and never changed them.”

The Real Lincoln, Charles L.C. Minor, pg. 26




